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respondence between the effects, or ideas, and their causes, but we have no 
measure, and so no knowledge of it. It is possible that like effects arise 
from the combination of different causes, although causes absolutely alike 
never produce different effects. These laws may all be deduced from that 
of identity. 

Again, it is impossible to think of a force as existing apart from a sub- 
stance. We have the ideas, the effects ; they cannot come about of them- 
selves, they must be caused by something, which cannot always remain 
the same, or nothing would result from it. Mere change cannot exist 
alone, there must be something that changes ; and thus behind both 
effect and cause we must assume substance. Since it embraces differences, 
substance must be complex. Nothing comes from nothing, and so there 
must be something uncreated, but, on the other hand, substances may 
perhaps be annihilated by collision with one another. 

Such is in outline the definitive philosophy. For a system that professes 
only to embrace ultimates which cannot be disputed, the selection of 
some of the doctrines, e. g., that which ascribes time but not space to what 
is virtually the Ding an sich, seems to be arbitrary, to say the least. 

Grace Neal Dolson. 

An der Wende des Jahrhunderts. Versuch einer Kulturphilosophie. Von 
Dr. Ludwig Stein, o. 6. Professor der Philosophic an der Universitat 
Bern. Leipzig u. Tubingen, J. C. B. Mohr, 1899. — pp. viii, 415. 
' ' Die Wende des Jahrhunderts ' ' furnishes the occasion to the editor of 
the Archiv filr Philosophie to republish a series of essays on different sides 
of human culture. A glance at the table of contents shows the variety of 
topics considered. Four of the essays treat of the continuity of Greek thought 
in the early middle ages ; two discuss the modern Nietzsche cult ; two deal 
with sociology, and three more with ethics ; while single essays are devoted 
to the art of biography, experimental pedagogy, and the philosophy of 
peace. While only four of the essays are new, others were published in 
magazines not everywhere accessible, and will be new to American readers. 
Grouped in a book these papers suffer from a lack of continuity and from 
a certain repititiousness, while at the same time they retain the sparkle of 
the essay form. Some American philosophic writers attempt to justify the 
practice of quoting considerably from their own works, a practice that is 
constantly followed in the book before us ; but to quote a passage half a 
page in length which .was printed thirteen pages back (pp. 108 and 95) 
certainly demands the excuse that the essays are essentially separate. To 
object to the number of foreign words, French and English, Hebrew, 
Greek, and Arabic, that appear in the text, is but to say again that the 
reader will find not a treatise but a series of essays. 

The unity of the book lies only in the fact that all the different essays 
are written from the same general standpoint. The standpoint is primarily 
Evolutionismus, in that it finds the explanation not only of biological 
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but also of psychological and ethical facts in the struggle for existence. It 
is called critical in its rejection of a metaphysics of being, and sociological 
in that the well-being of man in society is regarded as the primary end of 
all philosophic activity. Marx, if I read rightly, as the exponent of the 
central importance of the study of society, is placed first, Darwin second, 
and Kant third, in the list of leaders recognized by Stein. The author 
stands for an uncompromising intellectualism (Essays XIII, XVII) which 
aims at a new Aufklarung more thorough-going than that of the last cen- 
tury. He stands for an optimism which sees in evolution only progress, and 
never degeneration. He finds the task of twentieth century philosophy in 
the study of society, in order to discover not absolute laws, but the rhythms 
according to which social movements take place. The ' inner teleology ' 
of social developments studied by the ' comparative-historical ' method 
will lead to the understanding of the categories of social life. 

Such is the Gedanken-anarchie, which our author laments, that per- 
haps few will agree with his account of the signs of the times. To read 
such a book through, may prove wearisome ; as essays, however, these 
papers treat the different topics in a bright and stimulating way which will 
prove interesting to many who are wont to regard these problems in a 
more conventional manner. 

Arthur Fairbanks. 

De la psychologie des religions. Par Raoul de la Grasserie, Laureat 

de l'lnstitut, Docteur en droit, Juge au tribunal de Rennes. Paris, 

F61ix Alcan, 1899. — pp. iv, 308. 

The work of individual psychology and race psychology is to be supple- 
mented by an objective psychology, a psychology the laws of which are to 
be discovered in the phenomena of religion, of language, and of law — such 
is the aim of the prejected series of works the first of which is before us. 
Religion is to be studied, not from the standpoint of its truth or error, nor 
yet as the product of human society, but simply as revealing the laws by 
which the human mind works. Interesting as this program sounds, the 
reader is put on his guard in the introduction itself by the statement that 
the source of religion is to be found in psychology, while its development 
is to be studied from the standpoint of sociology. 

The three parts of the work are of quite unequal value. The first part is 
entitled " De la genese et de la evolution psychologiques des religions " ; 
but what the reader finds is simply a brief phenomenology of religion. 
In so far as this is based on the works of such writers as Monsieur A. 
Reville, it is trustworthy, but unnecessary for the author's purpose. Of the 
genesis of religion, and of the psychological laws appearing either in its 
genesis or its evolution, we find scarcely a word. Religious phenomena 
are grouped in a very elaborate classification, especially in the chapter on 
morals, but the author shows little understanding of their historic meaning. 

The title of the second part — " De l'application des lois psychologiques 



